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From Galveston to
Grapevine, we take …

Destination
Texas
By Jill Becker

...a waltz across Texas
Texas has its own spirit, its
own mojo, its own rhythm—
a fact some of the best
musicians in the country
have been capturing in song
as long as we can remember.
Bob Dylan mumbled about
a “Brownsville Girl.” Tanya
Tucker took a “San Antonio
Stroll.” George Strait hoped
for “Amarillo by Morning.”
Waylon Jennings even
crooned that “People in Dallas
Got Hair.” Here we explore
what has everyone singing the
praises of the Lone Star State.
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Austin

— Blake Shelton,
“Austin”

It’s only fitting that we start our waltz
across Texas in Austin, which bills itself
as the Live Music Capital of the World.
Home to a host of memorable concert
venues, including longtime favorites
Antone’s, the Continental Club, and
Broken Spoke, the scene here covers
everything from polka to punk. The
city is also the site of the famed South by
Southwest mega event, an annual music
and media festival boasting as many as
a hundred bands playing at any given
time.
Of course, there’s more to Austin
than music. Situated on the Colorado
River and boasting three manmade
lakes, it’s an ideal place to enjoy the great
outdoors, be it a dip in Barton Springs
Pool, a spring-fed reservoir that stays a
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refreshing 68 degrees year-round; a hike
to the top of Mount Bonnell, a natural
limestone formation 238 miles above sea
level; or a picnic followed by a canoe ride
in Zilker Park, a 358-acre green space a
stone’s throw from downtown.
Nature also takes center stage over at
the Congress Avenue Bridge, home to
the largest urban bat colony in North
America. Each night at dusk from March
through November, visitors gather
around the bridge to watch the swarm
of 1.5 million Mexican free-tail bats fly
off into the night sky in search of food.
From fauna we turn to flora, and the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center,
a refuge of fragrant gardens, sweeping
meadows, and woodland trails founded
by the former first lady back in 1982.

AN D OT HER SO URC ES OF R E N EWABL E E N ER G Y.
ACVB Photo: Andy Schrader Little Elmore Reed TCs Lounge, Thinkstock

“He figured she’d
gone back to
Austin, cause she
talked about it
all the time.”

I N N OVAT I O N,

For ages, our river has called to the best and brightest pioneers, innovators and entrepreneurs. And world
leaders in technology, bioscience, energy, manufacturing and other new frontiers still call our river banks,
streets and communities home. This is a place where things get done. A place built on ingenuity. A diverse
and energized workforce. Trendsetting green initiatives. The best place to build your next venture.
Bring your business to a place where stories become legend. Deep. In the heart.
To learn more about San Antonio business opportunities, call 210-207-8080.
For customized meetings, go to MEETINGS.VISITSANANTONIO.COM

Visit the app store on your smartphone, download a
QR Code Reader and scan this barcode to see our video.
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“Making friends with the
seagulls and pickin’ up
seashells.” — Gary P. Nunn,
“My Kind of Day on Padre”
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Long regarded as a popular spring
break destination, South Padre Island
gets a short shrift. Yet its relaxed vibe,
subtropical climate, and location on
the southern tip of the largest stretch
of undeveloped ocean beach in North
America make it an ideal getaway not
just then, but year-round. In fact, given
that the island is less than a half-mile
wide and so you’re always mere steps
from the sand and surf, it’s practically
impossible not to lapse into vacation
mode here. So ditch your work clothes
for shorts and flip-flops and experience
all the pleasures South Padre has to offer.
You could start with some
kiteboarding. The steady breezes and
warm, calm waters of Laguna Madre Bay
make it one of the country’s best spots
for practicing this exciting water sport,
in which you’re strapped to a board
attached to a nylon sail that powers you
across the water. Or you could simply
hang ten on an old-fashioned surfboard.
Shops like Island Native and Air Padre
sell the necessary attire and offer
equipment rentals and lessons.
Snorkeling and scuba diving are
also popular South Padre pastimes,

as are kayaking and deep sea fishing,
parasailing and Jet Skiing, building
sand castles and horseback riding along
the beach, sunset cruises, and dolphin
watches.
There are plentiful inland adventures
as well. Overlooking four acres of
wetlands, the Laguna Madre Nature
Trail features a 1,500-foot-long
boardwalk, from which visitors can
learn about the native dune systems
and observe the many species of birds
and other wildlife in their natural
setting. Birding is also big at the Laguna
Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, a
45,000-acre federal reserve where you
might spy an Aplomado falcon, blackbellied whistling duck, brown pelican, or
piping plover.
A short trip across the Queen Isabella
Causeway will take you to Port Isabel,
where you can trek to the top of the Port
Isabel Lighthouse for a panoramic view,
explore one of the largest collections
of Mexican artifacts from the U.S.Mexican War at the Port Isabel Historic
Museum, or study antiquities from three
sixteenth-century Spanish shipwrecks at
the Treasures of the Gulf Museum.

photos courtesy of the south Padre Island Convention and Visitors Bureau

South
Padre Island
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The Hotel Galvez & Spa and The Tremont
House have long been the lodgings of choice
for discriminating travelers on Galveston

Galveston
— Glen Campbell,
“Galveston”
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important buildings in America.
Another Galveston monument to days
gone by is the stalwart Hotel Galvez,
which turns 100 this year. At this Wyndham property, period touches like goldleaf-topped columns and mahogany ceilings merge with modern upgrades and
amenities, including a 10,000-squarefoot spa complete with full-service salon,
fitness facility, hydrotherapy room,
meditation garden, and water wall. The
elegant Tremont House, a Europeanstyle hotel nestled in the heart of the
Strand Historic District, dates back even
further. Its registry includes names like
Buffalo Bill, Ulysses S. Grant, and
Clara Barton. Over at the Harbor House

gracious service, both hotels offer legendary hospitality and proximity to the Island’s

2024 SEAWALL BLVD, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX

409.765.7721 | www.WyndhamHotelGalvez.com

many attractions. The beachfront location
of the Hotel Galvez & Spa offers expanphotos courtesy of the galveston Convention and Visitors Bureau

“Galveston, oh
Galveston, I still
hear your sea
winds blowin’.”

The Gateway on the Gulf, Galveston
sits on a scenic barrier island about
an hour’s drive southeast of Houston.
Its history is rich with tales of
swashbucklers and gamblers and
a devastating hurricane that swept
through the city in 1900, now depicted
in a film titled The Great Storm shown
daily at the Pier 21 Theater. Delve further
into the past here at sights like the Tall
Ship Elissa, a three-masted, iron-hulled
ship built in 1877 that still makes yearly
sailings; the Lone Star Flight Museum,
a repository of all things aviation; and
Bishop’s Palace, an ornate Victorian
castle named by the American Institute
of Architects as one of the 100 most

Island. Known for their distinctive style and

sive Gulf views and a tropical luxury that
includes the Island’s finest spa. Located in
Galveston’s historic Strand District within
walking distance of a wide array of shops,
restaurants, museums, and galleries, The

2300 SHIP’S MECHANIC ROW, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX

409.763.0300 | www.WyndhamTremontHouse.com

Tremont House is the perfect retreat for
romantic weekends, family gatherings or
corporate retreats. Each hotel offers an ideal
venue for intimate and grand gatherings.

Historic Hotels of America
National Trust for Historic Preservation
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the beautiful beaches and perfect
blue skies are just the beginning
of the perfect getaway. Discover
the joy of being yourself in a
place you really want to be.

A Lone Star
Libation
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If all that waterfront has you longing for some fishing, all you have to
do is cast your pole in the surf off
any of the rock groins or breakwaters
and you might just reel in a flounder,
sheepshead, or gafftopsail catfish. For
bay fishing, head over to Pelican Island
and the lighted pier at Seawolf Park—a
prime spot for catching trout and redfish. Seawolf Park also affords tours of
a World War II-era sub and destroyer
escort that is only one of two left in
the U.S.

sopadre.com

photos courtesy of the galveston Convention and Visitors Bureau

at Pier 21, they took an old steamship
terminal and turned it into a cozy
42-room retreat with a nautical theme
and portside views of all of the ships’
comings and goings.
Speaking of water, don’t forget
Galveston’s beaches—32 miles of
them to be exact. Stewart Beach, once
hailed as the Riviera of the Gulf, is a
favorite, a place families flock to for its
umbrella and chair rentals, children’s
playground, volleyball courts, outdoor
pavilion with snack bar, and more.

The Wall Street Journal
calls it “America’s first craft
sippin’ vodka.” Men’s Journal
raves it’s “as smooth as
anything out of Moscow.”
The liquor in question is
Tito’s Handmade Vodka, a
savory spirit handcrafted by
a single fellow named Tito
Beveridge, who personally
oversees the laborious
production process, which
involves distilling the vodka
not once, or even twice, but
six separate times in an oldfashioned pot still similar
to those used for top-ofthe-line French cognacs and
single malt scotches. For
more information, visit
www.titosvodka.com.
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San Antonio
“Remember the Alamo!” You’ve
heard the expression countless times.
But there’s good reason to remember
the Alamo right now, as 2011 marks
the 175th anniversary of the Battle
of the Alamo, and San Antonio is
celebrating the event with a year’s worth
of reenactments, walking tours, exhibits,
living history demonstrations, and more.
One of five Spanish colonial missions,
the Alamo is part of the city’s Missions
National Historical Park, which features
the largest concentration of Spanish
colonial architecture in North America.
Dating back 250-plus years, the missions
served as walled compounds complete
with living quarters, workshops,
churches, and fortified towers for
fending off the enemy. Many of the

original frescoes and other architectural
elements are still visible today, and all of
the mission churches within the park are
still active Catholic parishes with regular
weekly services—with the temporary
exception of the church at Mission San
José, which is closed for restoration until
late summer 2011.
Another of San Antonio’s most
prominent attractions is the River Walk.
This confluence of shops, restaurants,
bars, museums, and more hugs the
San Antonio River as it winds through
the city on its way to the Gulf. A stroll
along the River Walk, with its lively
atmosphere and outdoor cafes, lush
greenery and picturesque pathways,
may remind visitors of some of
Europe’s grand canal cities.

photos courtesy of the San Antonio Convention and Visitors Bureau

“Deep within my heart lies a melody, a song of old
San Antone.” — Willie Nelson, “San Antonio Rose”

Guided boat rides along the river
are offered, as are dining cruises
available through restaurants like
Boudro’s, a local favorite specializing
in Southwestern cuisine. If you’d
rather stay on dry land, grab a seat in
Boudro’s cheery dining room or out
on the sidewalk and enjoy a refreshing
cocktail and selection of Lone Star
State-inspired bistro items like lobster
empanadas, Gulf Coast crab cakes,
mesquite-grilled quail, blackened
prime rib, and the chicken-fried
rib eye.
There’s great nightlife along the
River Walk, too, at clubs like Howl
at the Moon. At this top party spot,
dueling piano players rock the crowd
with their rivalrous jams, and house
musicians lead the audience in a
choreographed karaoke to animated
versions of some of your favorite tunes
and jingles.
The fun continues thanks to the
city’s packed calendar of events.
Some of the biggest include the San
Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo, Cinco
de Mayo, Tejano Conjunto Festival,
Texas Folklife Festival, Taste of the
River Walk, Oktoberfest, Rock ’N’
Roll Marathon, Holiday River Parade,
Alamo Bowl, and Fiesta San Antonio!
The latter got its start more than a
hundred years ago and has evolved
into a lavish 11-day celebration with
dozens of different events—from
ethnic feasts to fireworks.

Photo courtesy of Howl at the Moon

You can’t eat atmosphere.
It would be easy to let our prime
River Walk location be our claim to fame.
But, we’re a Texas bistro with a culinary
passion. Our menu, part Southwest, part
French and part Texan, features unique
flavors like Prickly Pear Margaritas,
Guacamole made at your table, Blackened
Prime Rib, fresh Gulf Coast Seafood and
regional favorites like Smoked Shrimp
& Gulf Crab Enchiladas. Don’t let the
awesome setting fool you, it’s our cooking
that makes waves.

a texas bistro on the river walk
210. 2 24 . 8 4 8 4/ bou d ros .com /421 eas t commerce
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Tribute to leon Breeden
with

The Official Texas
Jazz Orchestra

9:00 pm

“I left West Texas
heaven, it was the only
one I’ve ever known.”

— Joe Ely, “Dallas”

— Kimmie Rhodes,
“West Texas Heaven”

Modern and sophisticated
are just two of the terms used
to describe Big D. Partly
responsible for its decidedly
cosmopolitan image is the city’s
thriving arts scene, on display
at venues like the Morton H.
Meyerson Symphony Center
and Dallas Museum of Art.
Other contributing
factors are the world-class
shopping, top-notch dining,
and landmarks like the new
Cowboys Stadium, which
costs a whopping $1.2 billion
to build. Plus, there’s always
something new on the horizon.
Like in Grapevine, where in
April the doors will open on the
LEGOLAND Discovery Center,
followed in July by the debut of
the SEA LIFE Aquarium.
The amusements in Fort
Worth, the other half of the
DFW moniker, range from the
cultured (like the Kimbell Art
Museum and Bass Performance
Hall) to the quirky (the National
Cowgirl Museum andHall of
Fame and twice-daily cattle
drives through the streets of the
Stockyards).

photo courtesy of the Dallas Convention and Visitors Bureau, photographer Clay Coleman

Dallas/
Fort
Worth

Travelers looking to get away from
it all have their pick of places in West
Texas. The cities are more spread
out here, there’s fewer people, and
the landscape can best be described
as rugged. The numerous state and
national parks in this neck of the
woods make it particularly attractive
to visitors who crave activities like
sledding the dunes at Monahans
Sandhills State Park, rock climbing
at Hueco Tanks State Park & Historic
Site, or mountain biking at Caprock
Canyons State Park & Trailway. The
most famous haunt of all is Big Bend
National Park, a 800,000-acre oasis
oft described as one of the last truly
wild spaces in the country. Be sure to
pack your camera!

A Stellar
Lone Star Lineup
People are right when they say
some of the best things in life are
free. Like the Denton Arts & Jazz
Festival. This annual event, now in
its 31st year, attracts some 200,000
visitors to the North Texas town
each spring. They come to hear
musical acts like Brave Combo, the
Texas Tornados, and Marvin Stamm
perform on seven different sound
stages, take in the juried art show
and sale, get their faces painted,
tackle the rock climbing wall, or
scarf down treats from the halfdozen food courts.
This year’s festivities will be held
April 29 through May 1; for a
complete schedule, visit
www.dentonjazzfest.com.
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“Well, Dallas is a jewel, oh yeah,
Dallas is a beautiful sight. And
Dallas is a jungle, but Dallas
gives a beautiful light.”

Friday, april 29
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Marvin Stamm

lou Marini
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recycling Event!
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Brave
Combo

FrEE adMiSSiOn!
denton, Texas
Quakertown park

7:00 pm

321 E. McKinney • 2 blocks NE of the Courthouse Square
no Coolers
or dogs!

• 7 Stages • Fine Arts • Crafts • Art Tent
Food • Games • and more!

Denton Festival Foundation
P.O. Box 2104 • Denton, Texas 76202
1-940-565-0931 • 1-940-566-7007 fax

Denton Convention and Visitor Bureau
Accommodations: 1-888-381-1818
www.discoverdenton.com

Houston
Enter to Win a Three-Night Stay at the
Westin La Cantera Resort

Sweeps
Package for Two Includes:
A three night stay at the
Westin La Cantera Resort
Two Passes to:
Alamo Helicopter Tours
McNay Art Museum
San Antonio Botanical Garden
San Antonio Rose Live-A Classic
Country Music Show
Tito’s branded Epiphone Les Paul
Special II guitar
Two Tickets on Southwest Airlines
Courtesy of Southwest Airlines Spirit magazine.

Go to spiritmag.com to register by April 30, 2011.
(Only one entry per person.)
OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE AN ENTRANT’S CHANCE OF WINNING. To enter, go to spiritmag.com, and click on the Sweepstakes. Entries must be received no later than midnight, April 30, 2011. Entrants must be at least 21 years of age. Employees of
Pace Communications, Inc., Southwest Airlines, participating travel partners, all contest sponsors and their immediate families are not eligible. The winner will
be selected in a random drawing at Pace Communications, 1301 Carolina Street, Greensboro, NC 27401, on or about June 15, 2011. Only one entry per person
is allowed. Odds of winning are dependent upon number of entries received. For a list of winners, send self-addressed, stamped #10 envelope to Destination
TEXAS SOUTHWEST AIRLINES SPIRIT SWEEPS/ April, Pace Communications, 1301 Carolina Street, Greensboro, NC 27401. The winner will be notified (by email,
telephone and/or U.S. mail). A detailed prize winner letter will be mailed within 21 days of notification. The winner is requested to sign off that the winner agrees
with the rules of the contest. If the winner does not agree with the rules of the contest, or does not meet the requirements of eligibility to enter this contest, he/she
will be excluded as a possible prize winner. Federal, state and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. The Approximate Retail Value of the prize package
is $2,300. The winner will receive a 1099 IRS tax form. Void where prohibited by law, and all federal, state and local laws apply. Prizes are non-refundable, nontransferable, are not redeemable for cash, and may not be substituted. *Round-trip airfare for two included. Selected blackout dates may apply.

“I’m goin’ back where
they know my face and
I’m never gonna leave
that place. I’m going
back to Houston,
Houston, Houston.”
— Lee Hazlewood, “Houston”
Given that Houston is Texas’ largest
city, it comes as no surprise that there’s
a lot to see and do. But did you know
that Budget Travel magazine also
voted it one of the most wallet-friendly
destinations in the world?
Rooms at four-star hotels routinely
go for less than $100 a night and you
can get a gourmet meal, whipped up
by top chefs like Monica Pope and
Robert Del Grande, for dollars less than
the national average. Even better, some
of the city’s most popular attractions,
including the Contemporary Arts
Museum, Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center, and Rothko Chapel,
cost just $2 or less.
Of course, we’ve only scratched the
surface here, for there’s plenty more of
Texas to pique your interest and light
your fire. The kind of memorable,
endearing stuff that inspires people to
capture it in song. Like Gary P. Nunn,
who sang in “What I Like About Texas,”
“You ask me what I like about Texas.
Well, I could tell you, but we’d be here
all night long.”

Write Your
Own Lone Star
Love Song
Looking for love doesn’t have to
be in all the wrong places with
the help of Selective Search, an
upscale, boutique matchmaking
firm with offices in Dallas, Austin,
and Houston. Using the same
methods employed by Fortune 500
companies to recruit top executives,
Selective Search respectfully and
discreetly leads you to your ideal
life partner. For more information,
call one of the professional
matchmakers at
(512) 370-4929 or visit
www.selectivesearch-inc.com.

photo courtesy of the greater houston convention and visitors bureau, Photographer jim olive
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