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R E P O R T I N G By Jill Becker

Shreveport-Bossier, Louisiana
Looking for a healthy dose of Southern hospitality? Head to the twin cities of Shreveport and Bossier City, lovingly referred to by the local
convention and tourism bureau as “Louisianaʼs Other Side.” A popular destination with gamers since it opened its first casino almost 20
years ago, the area has plenty of other attractions to warrant a stay here, including facilities galore for meetings. “We like to say itʼs gaming
and more,” says Shreveport-Bossier Convention and Tourist Bureau Vice President of Communications Brandy Evans. ■

The Casinos Are Aces
Shreveport-Bossier is popular
with “Dallasites” and others
looking to do a little gambling at
one of its six riverboat casinos.
Yes, state law requires that its
casinos be located on the water;
they even have to employ a boat
captain despite the fact they
never go anywhere.
The newest of the bunch is
the Margaritaville Resort
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Casino, which made its debut in
June. The property includes 396
rooms, a spa, a single-level gaming area, and a distinctively tropical theme—appropriate given
it’s named after the classic
Jimmy Buffett song. At the Margaritaville Restaurant, you can
even order the famed Cheeseburger in Paradise, and, on weekends, catch the hourly Volcano

⎜ SEPTEMBER 2013

Show in which a bikinied lass
slides into a giant blender of
margaritas. Meeting space
includes an 850-seat theater.
Sam’s Town has nicely sized
rooms that have recently seen
some updates. The property features three floors of gaming, a
veranda overlooking the river
and an 18,000-square-foot grand
ballroom. ■

ShreveportBossier
offers 24-hour
Vegas-styled
gaming.
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New Hotels Give The Area Over 10,000 Guest Rooms
New to the area is the combination
Hilton Garden Inn and Homewood
Suites located off of Interstate 20.
Opened in March, the dual-branded
hotel is the only of its kind in the
state. There’s plenty to appreciate
on either side of the hotel you
choose, including 9,500 square feet

of meeting space—an unusual perk
for extended-stay Homewood
guests. The opening of the hotels
bring the total guest rooms of the
area to over 10,000.
On the non-casino hotel front is
the Hilton Shreveport adjacent to
the Shreveport Convention Center

and the charming 22-room Remington Suite Hotel, a family-owned,
all-suite property in a historic building dating back to 1904. The Remington Suite Hotel has plenty of
amenities, including an indoor pool,
a full-service salon and spa, and a
barbershop where you can get an

Shreveport-Bossier ranks third
in the nation when it comes to
film production. It boasts one
of the few wave tanks in the
country—a massive 75,000gallon pool originally constructed for the film “The
Guardian,” starring Kevin
Costner and Ashton
Kutcher. One of the most recent movies shot in the area
was “Olympus Has Fallen.” ■

Spice Things Up

Tubbs Hardware

The Guardian

Catch A Movie...Being Filmed

old-fashioned razor shave. The
Gallery, its multifunctional event
space, accommodates around 100
people. There’s also a small conference room overlooking the pool
that seats 10 and a media room that
holds 15 (10 of them in plush
leather recliners). ■

For the best Louisiana souvenirs, from Cajun spices to
zydeco CDs to plastic
babies to hide in your king
cake, head to Tubbs Hardware. Amid the ladders and
lawn bags, you’ll find a generous selection of merchandise sure to remind you of
your stay in ShreveportBossier. ■

#MeetingSpaces w/ #More
Get the inside scoop on the
Shreveport Convention Center
on Twitter at @shrvconvcenter
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The 350,000-square-foot Shreveport Convention Center, the
second largest in Louisiana, is only seven years old and boasts
ample pre-function space, loading docks with drive-in access, and
other features that can accommodate everything from local weddings to major expos. It adjoins the 313-room Hilton Shreveport
with a heated rooftop pool.
CenturyLink Center, a multipurpose arena built in 2000 to
house a minor league hockey team, seats 14,000 but can be utilized
by groups as small as 300. It includes everything from concession
stands and luxury suites to locker rooms.
The Bossier Civic Center offers 24,000 square feet of unobstructed space in its convention hall and an additional 7,500 square
feet in its banquet hall that can be divided into three breakout
rooms. There are also a few meeting rooms that hold about 40
people apiece.
Coming soon is the Municipal Auditorium, a local Art Deco
landmark currently undergoing a $4 million renovation. When
completed in April 2014, it will be available for events and will
house a museum devoted to the Louisiana Hayride, a live radio
show where a young Elvis got his start back in the fifties (there’s
even a statue of The King out front). ■
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A Taste of Louisiana

Cajun Specialties Spice Up Life

EDITOR’S

HOT PICKS

Food is as big a part of the Louisiana culture
as Mardi Gras and the Gulf of Mexico. For
tasty Cajun specialties like shrimp po’ boys
and crawfish étouffée, head to Ralph &
Kacoo’s. But be forewarned, the portions are
huge, so come hungry.
Abby Singer’s is a lovely bistro and bar
located inside the Robinson Film Center,
which consists of two theaters that can be
rented out for private parties (there are also
three small meeting rooms that can convert
into one larger space). Menu highlights
include the Chicken and Waffles (smothered
in syrup) and the Royale with Cheese
(an homage to the burger from the film
Pulp Fiction).
Jimmy’s Seafood & Steak is tops
for surf and turf, and a fine-dining
feel is evident in everything from the
presentation of the shrimp cocktail
(it’s hanging on a stick!) to the
tempting dessert cart wheeled to
your table post entrée. The restaurant is part of the Margaritaville
Resort, but you’d never know it
once you step inside and experience the chic, contemporary design and serene riverfront view.
Just off the tourist track is
Lucky Palace, a gourmet Chinese restaurant serving special-

SHREVEPORT and BOSSIERCITY are conveniently located in north-

west Louisiana where Interstates 20 and
49 intersect. Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma are a short drive away. For those
who want to fly in, the Shreveport
Regional Airport is serviced by Northwest,
American, United, Allegiant and Delta.

TOP ATTRACTIONS: Area attractions
include a space planetarium and IMAX
theater, the gardens at the American
Rose Center or the performance stage
where the king of rock and roll, Elvis
Presley himself, started his career.
GAMING ACTION: Casinos include
Margaritaville Resort Casino, Horseshoe
Hotel and Casino, Samʼs Town Hotel and
Casino, DiamondJacks Casino Resort
and Hotel, Eldorado Casino Resort and
Hotel, Boomtown Casino and Hotel, and
Harrahʼs Louisiana Downs.

Abby S
ingerʼs

TOP PICKS:
Shreveport/Bossier
Convention & Tourist Bureau
(318) 222-9391
www.shreveport-bossier.org
“Wrapped in Southern hospitality,
Shreveport-Bossier offers affordable
accommodations, terrific attractions
and flexible meeting venues.”
Shreveport Convention Center
(318) 841-4203
www.shreveportcenter.com

On the menu at Abby Singers’ in Shreveport
is chicken and waffles—a Southern favorite.

Hilton Shreveport
(318) 698-0900
www.shreveport.hilton.com

Cause For Celebration

SHREVEPORT- BOSSIER
IN DEPTH

Shreveport-Bossie

r TCB

Visit www.ConventionSouth.com
for more about the Shreveport-Bossier
area through our interactive Insiderʼs
Guide with maps, videos & more.
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ties like wok-seared filet mignon and
tamarind-marinated rack of lamb. Its owner is
a noted oenophile who oversees a wine selection recognized by Wine Spectator and Wine
Enthusiast magazines.
If you go to just one restaurant in Shreveport-Bossier, make it Strawn’s Eat Shop.
This iconic diner, punctuated by colorful
murals depicting everyone from Gandhi to
ZZ Top, has been around since 1944 and is
famous for its icebox pies. Try a slice (strawberry is a favorite flavor) or, better yet, get a
whole pie. ■
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The Cajun expression “laissez les bon temps
rouler,” or “let the good times roll,” is the unofficial
state motto of Louisiana, and at no time is that
more evident than during the annual Mardi Gras
celebration. Shreveport-Bossier’s Mardi Gras may
not be as widely known as its New Orleans counterpart, but it’s equally as festive and decidedly
more family friendly. Fun fact: In addition to the
traditional bead necklaces, at the Krewe of Highland parade they throw grilled hot dogs out into
the crowd. ■
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